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District-Wide News
Parent/Teacher Conferences
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be held on March 7, 2019. There will be no school for the students. For
conferences at Cresson, you should be contacted with a time by your child’s teacher/assistant. If not, please
contact your child’s teacher. For conferences at the Jr/Sr High, it will be an Open House format. Please
contact your child’s teacher/s if you have any questions or concerns.
Set Your Clocks Forward!
Daylight Savings Time starts March 10, 2019. Don’t forget to set your clocks forward one hour!!
Spring Break!!
Spring Break is March 25 - 28, 2019. There will be no school!!
School Board Meeting
The next School Board Meeting is scheduled for March 18, 2019 at 6:00 PM. If you would like to speak during
the Public Participation portion of the meeting, there is a sign-up sheet as you walk in. Please sign up before
the meeting. The Board welcomes your questions, comments, and concerns, and the Board Meeting is a good
forum to voice those, as there may be others with the same questions.
Please see the following links for general information, agendas, and minutes:
General Information: http://www.ccvschools.com/school-board/
Agendas: http://www.ccvschools.com/board-agendas/
Minutes: http://www.ccvschools.com/board-agendas/
DAC - District Accountability Committee
The District Accountability Committee membership draws from parents, teachers, administrators, community
members, and students. The role of the committee is to help guide the School Board in the areas of
curriculum, instruction, budget, and other areas defined by the committee. It is a great opportunity to support
the school district and get involved in what matters most: the education of our children! Meetings are held on
the second Tuesday of each month at the Cripple Creek Jr/Sr High in the Board Room from 4:15 PM to 5:30
PM. Anyone is welcome. To see agendas and minutes of previous meetings, please click on the following
link: http://www.ccvschools.com/dac-minutes/
A Note From the CC-V Mountain Health Center
Cripple Creek-Victor School District is having
higher than normal rates of illnesses in our
schools. Influenza A, gastrointestinal illness, strep
throat, fevers, pink eye, and the common cold are
having an impact on students and staff in our
school. Please remember Penrose/St. Francis
Primary Care Cripple Creek located at the Cripple
Creek-Victor Mountain Health Center (School-

Based Health Center) is open to all of the community for all of your physical health needs, so please call (719)
776-4310 to make an appt.
Please remember the following practices in public schools:
* Everyone (students, staff, parents, and visitors) with a fever greater than 100 degrees should stay at home
until they are fever free for 24 hours without fever reducing medication.
*If you experience vomiting or diarrhea, you should stay at home until you have not had any episodes for 24
hours.
*If your child becomes ill and has an underlying illness like asthma, diabetes, another chronic illness, or if the
symptoms become severe (difficulty breathing, a very high fever), you should contact your doctor for
recommendations.
*If your child does not feel well enough to participate comfortably in usual activities, you should keep your child
at home.
*Please do not share bodily fluids (i.e. kissing, sharing drinks, sharing utensils while eating, etc.)
Frequent handwashing is the number one way to prevent illness. Everyone should wash their hands after
sneezing, after using the bathroom, and prior to eating or preparing food. A great resource about handwashing
and sneezing in your sleeve called “Henry the Hand” and the video “Henry's School Video” can be found at
https://www.henrythehand.com/programs/infection-prevention-partnership/henrys-school-visit-video/.
Please go to www.cdc.gov/flu for important information from the CDC about the flu.
Thank you for helping all of us reduce the spread of illness!!!
Start the Conversation Event
There was a Community Event “Start the Conversation.” The goal was how to talk with young people about
Tobacco Vaping, JUULs, and Other Electronic Vaping Devices. The event was for students and parents, and it
was held at the Ute Pass Cultural Center. Laureen Murray was one of the presenters. There were 34 adults in
attendance. There were four of our students that were leaders for 16 Woodland Park students. These students
worked with SATURN (Teller County Drug Prevention Coalition) to learn and educate other students. The
students were: Tracie Crippen, Alycia Jensen, Stormy Jones, and Hannah Border. Mrs. Murray was told by the
adults that our students did an EXCELLENT job!!!! This event was in direct alignment with the School Health
Professionals Grant that our school district has received.
What Should I Do If I Find Out My Child is Vaping?
FIRST, GET THE FACTS BEFORE YOU HAVE A CHAT.
Many youth who vape believe what they’re using is just harmless water
vapor. In order to understand what they’re using and what they’re
going through, it’s important to get informed about vaping before you
discuss it with your child.
Most vapes contain nicotine. Many even say “nicotine free” on the
label. Most teens start out thinking they can stop whenever they want
and won’t ever become addicted. And lots more start smoking
cigarettes, a product that kills half its users. In fact, a teen who vapes is
four times more likely to start smoking. On top of that, teens who JUUL
or vape nicotine or THC from marijuana may have trouble learning as well as memory issues. Both nicotine
and THC have negative effects on adolescent brain development. For more information, visit
www.tobaccofreeco.org.

INVITE YOUR CHILD TO TALK, BE PATIENT AND READY TO LISTEN.
If your child is caught vaping or admits to vaping, try to stay calm and non-judgmental. Listen, don’t lecture.
– Try to understand his/her feelings.
– Avoid showing judgment.
– Keep asking questions and check to make sure you understand.
This is an excellent opportunity to talk about it and learn why he/she was doing it. Say things like, “Tell me
more about what led you to vape,” and “What are some of the reasons?” Let your child know you are
concerned about his/her vape use becoming more frequent, but try to encourage him/her to keep talking by
asking open-ended, non-judgmental questions.
TRY TO FIND OUT IF THERE IS A DEEPER PROBLEM.
If he/she vaped more than once, or currently is vaping, try to get a feel for why. For example, determine if or
how relationships with others have changed, if he/she is under added stress at school, if his/her grades have
changed, or if he/she is hanging out with a different crowd.
SUPPORT YOUR CHILD IN QUITTING.
If the child shows any interest in quitting, congratulate him/her and ask which resources or strategies he/she
thinks might work best for him/her. Talk to your doctor or suggest the child checks out the Colorado QuitLine.
The QuitLine now serves Coloradans as young as 12 years old who want to quit vaping, smoking, or chewing.
Children can enroll themselves quickly and easily at www.coquitline.org or 1-800-QUIT-NOW to get coaching,
either through chat or over the phone. Coaching is free, confidential, non-judgmental and is shown to increase
the chances of quit success. You can also call the QuitLine yourself to learn more about how to best support
your child.
Upcoming Cup of Joe with the CC-V School Administrators
Have a cup of coffee and talk with our School Administrators!
March 7, 2019 - Coffee House (Double Eagle), Cripple Creek @ 08:30 am (Admin will attend PTC following
community coffee)
March 20, 2019 - Gold Camp Bakery, Victor @ 08:30 am
CC-V District Calendar
http://www.ccvschools.com/events-calendar/ (scroll down to District Calendar and select March)

Cresson Elementary News
Lost and Found
When we had our Valentine’s Day Open House, we spread out the items on desks in our Lost and Found area
so parents could take a look and see if any of their kiddos’ items were there. Well, since then, the Lost and
Found items have multiplied! The original thought was that with the desks there, maybe the kiddos thought
that was just another place to put their stuff, so signage was added to make the distinction this was the Lost
and Found area. If you happen to notice your child is missing any items (from sweaters, coats, hats, scarves,
to even shoes), please ask him/her to check, or when attending Parent/Teacher Conferences, please peruse
the area for any missing items. Thanks for your help!
Y.E.S. Club Activities
Young Environmental Stewards or Y.E.S. Club began January 22, 2019 at Cresson. The students already
have had some great experiences!
Students from clubs all over the Pikes Peak region played "Bird Behavior
Charades" in the yurt at Aspen Valley Ranch on February 16. The club
participated in the Great Backyard Bird Count, an international citizen
science project. The local event was organized by Catamount Institute's
Lydia Ballentine and Sally McCracken, a local retired teacher, park ranger,
and outdoor enthusiast.
While birding at the ranch with volunteers from Aiken Audubon Society, our
group identified and recorded Stellar's Jays, Pygmy Nuthatches,
White-breasted Nuthatches, Dark-eyed Juncos, and Mountain Chickadees. Another group spotted a Bald
Eagle!
Students warmed up at Jackson house with hot chocolate and watched a documentary about owl adaptations.
Also, even when it’s cold and windy outside (hang on to your
hard hats everyone!), Newmont CC&V’s Senior Environmental
Coordinator, Gary Horton, makes time to take students from the
Cripple Creek-Victor School District’s Cresson Elementary
Young Environmental Stewards (YES) Club on field trips!
Gary took the students to Newmont CC&V’s meteorological
stations where they learned how temperature, wind
speed/direction, precipitation, and solar radiation are measured
and tracked. This exploration reinforces the curriculum they are
learning and helps the young students connect to the science in
their “own backyard!”
CC-V Y.E.S. Club members will develop an exhibit and presentation on their studies to compete with other
clubs in the Pikes Peak Region at Colorado College this spring in Colorado Springs. Keep up the good work,
students!
Y.E.S. Club meets on Tuesdays from 4-6 PM in Mrs. Heida’s classroom.

Missoula Children’s Theatre Presents “The Snow Queen”
The Missoula Children's Theatre, a
professional theatre company,
recently conducted auditions for our
students to perform in a formal show.
There were 60 students chosen total:
16 parts for ages 5-6, and 44 parts for
ages 7-10. After selections and a
week of rehearsals, our students
performed the play “The Snow Queen”
on February 23, 2019.
The play is based on a fairy tale
written by Hans Christian Andersen.
This was a great experience for our students and they put on a great performance!! We had a great turn out
and genuinely appreciate the support. We really are looking forward to doing this again next school year!
Girls on the Run
Girls on the Run will start the week of March 4th, 2019 and is open to all 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade girls. Girls on
the Run inspires girls to a lifetime of self-respect and a healthy lifestyle through an innovative program which
combines training for a 3.1 mile walk/run with a fun health education lesson plan. We will meet on Mondays
after school from 4:00 - 6:15 pm. Registration is open now. For more information about the program, go to
www.girlsontherunrockies.org. If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Erin Lohmeier (Kindergarten) at
719-689-9230 ext. 2120 or elohmeier@ccvschools.com.
A Special Thank You to the City of Cripple Creek Public Works
With the large amounts of snow we’ve received in the area during the last couple of months, our parking lots,
walkways, and other common areas at Cresson were getting pretty full and difficult to maintain. The entire
Cripple Creek Public Works crew came out on a Friday with all kinds of equipment to help scrape up, as well
as remove, accumulated snow. Thank you so much for your assistance to make our outside areas safer for all
our students, parents, and staff!!!
Rocky Mountain Vibes Reading Program
The Rocky Mountain Vibes is the new name for our local Minor
League Baseball Team in Colorado Springs. Each year, the team
sponsors a reading program. The program will run the same as
previous years (outlined below). So far, Cresson 1st and 5th grades
will be participating.
The program makes this as easy for classrooms to participate in:
- Program runs April 1st – 26th (4 weeks)
- Students are asked to read 1 book each week of the program
(at their appropriate reading level)
- Students are incentivized with prizes as they complete each book
- 1 poster per classroom is provided to track each student’s progress
- Each student receives a bookmark
- All materials including prizes will be organized and ready for you to pick up mid-March prior to start of
the program

-

Prizes are: Week 1: Great Clips coupon Week 2: Sky Zone Trampoline Park – Free 30 min jump
Week 3: Whirlyball – Free hour of bowling Week 4: Rocky Mtn Vibes baseball tickets to a 2019 game.
Great Clips will choose two classrooms who participated in the program and award each with $200 in
school supplies; four (4) kids will win free haircuts for a year.
We make appearances at various participating schools with our very own Sox the Fox to read to
children! Best of all, the program is COMPLETELY FREE!!! All materials (posters & prizes) will be
distributed during March and the program will run April 1 – April 26.

Cresson and KRU Activity Calendars
Cresson (scroll down to Cresson and select March)
http://www.ccvschools.com/events-calendar/
KRU
http://www.ccvschools.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Mar.2019.pdf

Jr/Sr High News
Tardy Policy for Jr/Sr High
A new tardy policy has been put in place over the last few months at the Jr/Sr High. There have been an
excessive number of tardies, and it’s important to both students and parents to understand this is
unacceptable. Below is the tardy policy for the Jr/Sr High:
4 tardies = lunch detention
8 tardies = lunch detention
20 tardies = one day of ISD
30 tardies = 5 hrs of community service
30 + = 1/2 hour of community service for each additional tardy
It is important for students to be in class and on time, as tardiness causes disruption to the entire
class and interferes with the learning process. With the district’s vision of teaching “real skills for real
life,” being on time is an important life skill, thus our increased focus on it.
Movie Night - Wednesday, March 6, 2019!!
The Yearbook Team is sponsoring a movie "night" on Wednesday, March 6th. The movie will be open to
6-12th graders only and will begin at 4:15 pm in order for it to be over by the time the activity bus departs at
6:30. The movie will be Incredibles 2, and the yearbook staff will be selling concessions to fundraise for the
CC-V yearbook.

Fundraiser for Special Education and Resource Room
On Tuesdays, during breakfast and lunch, students will be able to order hot chocolate for $1 or hot chocolate
with marshmallows for $1.25. They also can purchase one or more for a friend (there is a separate form).
These will be delivered on Thursdays from 7:45 am - 8:00 am, and if needed, any remaining orders will be
fulfilled during study hall.
For staff at the Junior/Senior High, there are order forms in the teachers' lounges, and they are available each
day of the week. There is an envelope for the cash payment, and a bin or box to place completed order forms.
Teachers/staff may buy hot chocolate or coffee and sugar as well as two-flavored creamers which are
available. Creamer flavors are hazelnut and French vanilla.
The proceeds benefit the SPED & Resource room as well as this year's 9th grade class for its senior year
needs.
CC-V Speech and Debate Team
Alaura Niedosmialek did an *excellent* job at the Discovery Canyon meet on February 2, 2019, placing 2nd
overall in Humorous Interpretation in a very competitive field.
We would like to give a huge shout out to 6th grader Robert Gance for finishing 4th of 31 competitors at the
February 9, 2019 Speech and Debate Tournament. Our junior high team is performing so well and growing by
leaps and bounds!
The CC-V Pioneers Speech and Debate Team then competed at the Region 7 State Qualifying Tournament on
February 16, 2019 at Liberty High School. Not only are we sending two competitors to State, but they BOTH
are Region 7 Tournament Champions in their events.
Huge congratulations to Emily Heida, who ranked straight 1s at the meet and is the Region 7 Champion in
Program Oral Interpretation, and to Alaura Niedosmialek, who is the Region 7 Champion in Humorous
Interpretation 2 YEARS IN A ROW!!!!
As we were leaving the tournament, Renee Motter from D20 told Ms. Annie Durham that Cripple Creek is the
poster child for huge success from a tiny school, and we frequently are a topic of conversation throughout the
region and beyond for this reason.
Ms. Annie Durham is constantly telling students it doesn't matter where you come from -- extraordinary talent is
found everywhere. She has wholeheartedly believed this her entire time at CC-V, and it's so beautiful to see
this being realized by so many of our students.
Thank you all for your continued support as we attend NSDA quality on March 1 and 2, and State on March 22
and 23.
Mountain Afterschool Program's production of "A Light From Within Me"
On February 26, 2019, the MAP Drama Club presented the program “A Light From Within Me” by local
playwright and choreographer Lore' Buswell. The Drama Club has diligently been rehearsing since before
Christmas break for this performance and it showed. Congratulations, cast and crew, for such a wonderful and
powerful performance. Response from those who saw it said it was an amazing performance.

Love Your Health Fair
The “Love Your Health Fair” was held on February 14th from 11:00 am to 1:30
pm and was very successful. The students were very interactive. Both
students and community organizations participated and the organizations that
were there are as follows: TESSA, Teller County Public Health, CHOICES,
Community Partnership, Cripple Creek Park and Recreation, Penrose St.
Francis Primary Care Cripple Creek located the the CCV Mountain Health
Center, Cripple Creek Police Department/School Resource Officer, Students
(Tracie Crippen, Josh Baker, Sheri Medlin, Hanna Snare, Stormy Jones,
Hannah Border), Therapyworks, Community of Caring, Central Colorado Area
Health Education Center, Southwest Teller County Emergency Medical
Services, The Independence Center, and A Willow Bends. Topics covered
included: Sexual Assault; Reproductive Health, STIs, and HPV; Pregnancy
Services; Healthy Eating; Parks and Rec Programs; Dietician & Registered
Nurse-Sugar and Fad Diets; Fatal Vision Goggles & drug use; Stretching, yoga,
meditation, taking care of self; More Weight, More Work X-ray vest ; Mental
Health Services; Medicaid & Services; Central Colorado Area Health Education
Services; Oxygen levels and blood pressure; Post Traumatic Stress Disorder;
Information about vaping and marijuana; and Counseling Services.
Hoop Shot State Champion
Congratulations to Brenna Larsen for winning the 2019 Elks Hoop Shoot Colorado State Championship in the
12-13 year old girls division. Brenna made 21 of 25 free throws and narrowly defeated her closest competitor
who made 20 of 25. The event was held at Salida High School. Next up for Brenna is the Regional Finals to be
held in Westminster, CO on March 16th. Good luck, Brenna!! We’re all so proud of you!!

Kids meet former Rockies Player Ryan Spilborghs
Ryan Spilborghs, a former seven-year
major league veteran as a player with
the Colorado Rockies and current team
TV analyst, will speak to the Woodland
Park and Cripple Creek-Victor baseball
teams on Feb. 15.
Spilborghs, who hit .272 in his Rockies
career from 2005-11, addressed the
teams at Woodland Park High School.
Woodland Park baseball coach Neil
Levy organized the event.
Spilborghs, who also played parts of five
seasons for the then-Triple-A Colorado
Springs Sky Sox, was the Rockies’ seventh-round draft pick in 2002 out of the University of California at Santa
Barbara.
“He wasn’t the best athlete. He wasn’t the best player. He just worked hard and did the right thing,” Levy said.
“He has a lot of gratitude for the game and for the people who helped work with him.

“Hopefully our boys will pay attention to what he has to say and realize that if they do some of those same
things, they can be successful at whatever they do.”
Spilborghs joined the Rockies’ broadcasting team on Root Sports Rocky Mountain (now AT&T SportsNet
Rocky Mountain) in 2014, two years after he retired as a player (he played in the minors in 2012). He helped
the Rockies to the National League Championship in 2007 and played in all four games of that year’s World
Series against the Boston Red Sox.
~ Story by Danny Summers, Pikes Peak Newspapers’ Sports Reporter

Heart and Sole
Heart and Sole is the Girls on the Run program for 6th through 8th grade girls. The central concept of the
Heart and Sole program, called the “Girl Wheel,” focuses on the whole girl. The Girl Wheel components of the
body, brain, heart, spirit, and social skills help girls learn about themselves, explore new ideas, strengthen
connections, and develop life skills. Heart and Sole will start the week of March 4th. We will meet Mondays
after school until 6:15 pm. Again, this is open to all 6th, 7th, and 8th grade girls. Registration is currently
open. For more information about the program, go to www.girlsontherunrockies.org.
Jr/Sr High Girls and Boys Basketball - News
We are so proud of our Girls’ and Boys’ Basketball Teams and the effort they put in
this season. Each team had its ups and downs, but the hard work and determination
is to be admired!! Go Pioneers!!!
See the below link for a story on Girls’ High School Player, Hope Davies.

https://gazette.com/pikespeakcourier/davies-ends-storied-career-on-hardwood/article_e5e23318-35f8-11e9-83
58-7ff08b1a90bd.html
Track and Baseball Practice Has Begun
Both Track and Baseball practice has begun! Please see the website in the sections below for game/meet
schedules.
Jr/Sr High Girls’ & Boys’ Sports Schedule
https://ccvpioneers.com/events/03/2019
Jr/Sr High Activities’ Schedule and News
http://www.ccvschools.com/events-calendar/ (scroll down to Middle/High School Events and select March)
https://ccvpioneers.com/

